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This Program of Studies is an essential tool to assist you in planning your high 
school career. It contains descriptions of courses offered and should be used to 
develop your personal program of studies. We are fortunate to be able to offer a 
diverse and balanced selection of courses and will do our best to provide courses 
which are academically challenging to meet personal academic needs. Before 
selecting courses please consider the listed AISB graduation requirements, course 
prerequisites, and your personal academic objectives. 
 
AISB has a diverse student body and many will be reaching for new academic goals 
using unfamiliar approaches. Seek input from our faculty as well as that of your 
parents when selecting courses. It is also advisable to check specific university 
application requirements if you already know where you may apply during your 
senior year. Consult with a high school counselor, Mr. Spencer or Mr. O’Brien, to 
assist you in course selection. 
 
Your responsibility is to do your best to keep as many future academic doors open 
as possible. Don’t prematurely reduce your chances of getting into the college or 
university of choice because you have not taken full advantage of the academic 
program offered by AISB. Ideally, your high school career should be challenging, 
diverse, and rewarding. 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AISB HS DIPLOMA 
 
The minimum requirement for students who have been enrolled in AISB since the 
beginning of ninth grade is to accumulate 24 credits distributed among the academic 
departments as listed below. One further requirement for an AISB high school 
diploma is computer literacy, which may be obtained through a computer 
applications semester course. 
 
Additionally, all students are expected to carry out C.A.S. (Creativity-Action-
Service) projects and complete a C.A.S. portfolio for each year they attend the school. 
Service is an important part of our curriculum and students must contribute in a 
satisfactory manner in order to graduate. The CAS program is described in more 
detail at the end of this Program of Studies. 
 
From a scheduling perspective, it is important to know that students in grades 10-12 
have the option to sign up for one semester of a CAS block during which time they 
will be able to work towards completing the CAS requirements 
 
 
STUDENT SCHEDULES 
 
Students will sign up for eight (8) courses each semester. In addition to the courses 
listed in this Program of Studies, students should be aware of options and guidelines 
listed below. 
 

• Students in IB HL classes will only be assigned a maximum of seven courses. 
The eighth period will be used by the IB HL class(es) for additional meeting 
time. 
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• Students in grades 10-12 may sign up for one semester per year of a 
designated CAS block. The CAS activity/activities must be specified when 
signing up. See more information on CAS at the end of this document. 

 
• Students in grades 11 and 12 have the option to sign up for one block 

(semester or yearlong) of Study Hall. Spots in a study hall are limited and will 
be granted on a space available basis. Priority will be given to students 
enrolled in at least one IB course. 

 
• No student may have two study halls or one study hall and one CAS block in 

the same semester. 
 
 
HS GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 
 
Arts    2 credits 
English   4 credits 
Mathematics   3 credits 
Physical Education  2 credits 
Science   3 credits 
Social Studies  3 credits 
World Languages  3 credits 
Electives/Other  4 credits 
 
Total: 24 credits + computer literacy + C.A.S. 
 
THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA 
 
The IB curriculum consists of six subject groups, and at AISB the following subjects 
are offered: 
 
Group 1 Language A1: 
English 
 
Group 2 Language B: 
French, French Ab Initio* 
German, German Ab Initio* 
Spanish 
 
Group 3 Individuals and Societies: 
Economics 
History 
 
Group 4 Experimental Sciences: 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
 
Group 5 Mathematics 
Math Higher Level 
Math Standard Level * 
Math Studies* 
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Group 6 One of the following options: 
Art and Design 
Theatre 
Band 
OR 
A second subject from Experimental Sciences 
A second subject from Individuals and Societies 
A second subject from Language B 
* These courses are only offered at the standard level. 
All courses are offered subject to teacher availability and sufficient student interest. 
 
All IB diploma candidates are required to take one subject from each of the six 
groups. At least three, and no more than four, of the six subjects are taken at the 
higher level and the others at standard level. 
 
Each examined subject is graded on a scale of 1 (minimum) to 7 (maximum). The 
award of the IB diploma requires a minimum total of 24 points and the satisfactory 
completion of three additional requirements: 
 

• A 4,000 word Extended Essay, an independent research paper on an IB 
subject of the student's choice; 

 
• A two-semester course entitled Theory of Knowledge (TOK), which explores 

the relationship among the various disciplines and ensures that students 
engage in critical reflection and analysis of the knowledge they have 
acquired; and 

 
• Completion of the CAS Learning Objectives, described in greater detail at the 

end of this document 
 
Students are introduced to their IB options in the fall of their grade 10 year. 
Interested students need to submit a registration form identifying the particular 
courses they would like to study at SL (3 maximum) and HL (4 maximum) levels. 
Students need to have achieved an 80% - an average of all courses during grade 9 
and must maintain this average during their pre-IB grade 10 year in order to qualify 
for the IB program in grades 11 and 12. 
 
Below, you will find a detailed summary of the course offerings that are possible for 
the 2009-10 school year. Please note the duration of each course (yearlong or 
semester) to help you plan.  
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ART 1 
 
Open to: Grades 9-12 
Length: Semester long 
 
This is a foundation course, which provides students with opportunities to develop 
their skills and knowledge in the visual arts. Students will explore a variety of 
subjects through studio activities and art history. The main areas of study will be 
drawing, design, and painting. Art history will be studied to enrich the daily work 
and act as reference for different projects. 
 
Students will work in a sketchbook as part of the process of recording, practicing, 
researching and writing about art. 
 
ART 2 
 
Prerequisites: Art 1 
Open to: Grades 9-12 
Length: Semester or year long with permission as IB Prep 
 
This course emphasizes learning through practice; building on what students know 
and an introduction to new ideas, concepts, materials and processes. Students will 
continue to study and apply the elements and principles of design. 
 
Art 2 focuses on studio activities with continued emphasis on drawing, design and 
painting. The main areas of study are 2 and 3-D design, drawing, painting, 
printmaking, and art history. Art history will be studied and to act as reference to 
the different projects. Some of the standard materials used but not limited to are: 
graphite, charcoal, conte, pastel acrylic, clay, papier mache. 
 
The sketchbook as a research workbook will be continued with more independent 
visual research emphasized and required, it will become an integral part of the 
course being a record and reference for each project. 
 
Art 3 
 
Prerequisites: Art 2 
Grades: 10-12 
Length: Semester 
 
This course is for students interested in taking Art 11 for more than one semester. 
Art 3 is a continuation of content from Art 11 and for independent 
study with individual project development in different media. An integral part of 
the course will be developing skills for and using the sketch book to record and 
research each project as if the student were in IB Art using 
 
ART AND DESIGN HIGHER OR STANDARD LEVEL YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON 
IB) 
 
Prerequisites: Minimum of one year of HS art or teacher approval 
Open to: Grades 11 – 12 
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Textbooks: Art Fundamentals Theory and Practice Ocvirk, Stinson Wigg 
History of Art for Young People Janson and Janson 
Additional textbooks as needed 
Videos and library resources 
 
Students will develop a thorough understanding of the fundamentals of design and 
apply these as well as creative thinking and expression to their own experimental 
studio projects. They will also conduct independent research, developing a critical 
appreciation of the formal and aesthetic qualities of the art or design forms studied 
and an awareness of cultural, historical, and social contexts. At the end of two years, 
students will prepare an exhibition of their studio projects made over the two-year 
period and discuss their research work undertaken during this development (e.g. 
sketches, notes, preliminary studies). 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Requirement: 35 mm Film Camera 
Prerequisites: Art 1 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Length: Semester 
 
Major goals include: To introduce students to the basic principles of black and white 
photography, enabling them to work confidently and creatively in this medium. 
Students will be encouraged to develop not only the requisite technical skills 
involved but also aesthetic and visual awareness, allowing them to critically analyze 
the elements that make up a good photograph. 
 
BAND 
 
Open to : Grades 9 - 12 
Length: Year-long IB Diploma students may enroll for 1st semester of grade 11 
and/or 2nd semester of grade 12. 
 
Band is a performance based course for students who wish to pursue playing 
instrumental music. The main focus is on musicianship, technique and musical 
performance. Students play concert band arrangements in a variety of styles as 
members of the full large ensemble. They also perform as members of a smaller 
ensemble such as brass quintet, woodwind quartet or percussion group. Public 
performances are several times per year. In addition, attendance at professional 
concerts and performances is encouraged and students often attend as a group. 
 
Due to the nature of the subject, students should take band for a full year. This 
course may be repeated for credit with teacher permission. 
 
 
IB Music Years 1 and 2 
 
Open to grades 11-12 Higher and Standard Level, (IB or non-IB) 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 
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A comprehensive study of music including opportunities for performance, 
composition and arranging. Newly added to the curriculum are composition and 
performance using music technology. Traditional music history and theory are 
covered in order to prepare students for an in depth analysis of music from a variety 
of genres including classical, world, jazz and pop. Students who choose performance 
may use the HS Band as their ensemble. Students who choose composition may use 
traditional methods and/or music technology as their medium. 
 
DRAMA 1 & 2 
 
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Length: Semester 
 
Drama is an intensive course rooted in ensemble building that explores drama as a 
tool for self-expression and analysis of social and personal issues, while encouraging 
the appreciation of theatre as an art form. Each semester course will have a 
particular focus at the discretion of the teacher. Possible genres include: Forum 
Theatre, Invisible and Guerrilla theatre, theatre-in-education, Mask, mime, 
improvisational theatre, theatre sports and clown. 
Students will perform at least once and probably twice during the semester. 
Performance is a mandatory part of this course. This course may be repeated for 
credit, with teacher permission. 
 
DANCE 
 
Dance 1 
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Length: Semester 
 
Dance 1 offers students opportunities for self-discovery and awareness of their own 
movement potential and creativity through an introduction to Contemporary Dance 
technique, contact improvisation and creative choreographic exercises. The course 
will also introduce students to examples of publicly recognized dance art and 
choreography through the use of DVD, and where possible, to be exposed to the 
wide offering of dance in the city. Performance is a mandatory part of the course.  
 
It is not necessary to have any dance training or experience for this course. It is 
important, however, to be receptive, willing to explore your own creativity and be 
committed to constant reflection and improvement. Dance 1 can be taken as an arts 
credit or a physical education credit. This course may be repeated for credit with 
teacher permission. 
 
Dance 2 
Prerequisites:  Grade 9-12 who have had prior dance training or who have  
    successfully completed Dance 1. 
Length: Semester 
 
Dance 2 offers students further opportunities for self-discovery and awareness of 
their movement potential and creativity through an extension of Contemporary 
Dance technique, contact improvisation and creative choreographic exercises. In 
addition, students will need to choreograph and perform in different dance styles. 
The course will continue to expose students to examples of publicly recognized 
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dance art and choreography through the use of DVD, and where possible, to be 
exposed to the wide offering of dance in the city. Performance is a mandatory part of 
the course. 
 
Students need to have some prior practical experience of dance or successfully 
complete Dance 1 to participate in Dance 2. The pace of learning will be significantly 
faster than Dance 1 and will require students to have a strong movement memory. 
More emphasis will be placed on independent choreography in different styles and 
of longer length. Students need to be receptive, willing to take creative risks and be 
committed to constant reflection and improvement. The course will also require 
more rigorous analysis and critique of dance works and thus the requirement is also 
to see at least 2 live professional dance works. Advance Dance can be taken as an 
arts or physical education credit. This course may be repeated for credit with teacher 
permission. 
 
THEATRE HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL, YEAR 1&2 (IB OR 
NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 
Open To: Grades 11 - 12 
 
IB Theatre is designed to combine the generally identified non-academic 
characteristics of theatre performance, spontaneity, play and discovery, with the 
academic world of analysis, interpretation, and structure. It hopes to accomplish this 
mixture by exploring theatre as a dynamic rather than static discipline: by focusing 
the two towards performance and production. The course will also approach theatre 
as a world stage: comparing and contrasting theatre on a cultural level; as a 
historical stage: comparing and contrasting ‘diverse practices in theatre”, different 
historical movements and styles; and as a production stage: investigating and 
applying the elements of production from the three standpoints of director, actor 
and audience. As guides, students will use scripts from a variety of cultures, styles, 
and time periods. 
 
Goals and Objectives: 
 

1. To develop confidence in performance skills, 
2. To develop ensemble skills, 
3. To read, discuss, interpret, stage and perform plays from non-western and 

western traditions, 
4. To learn to interpret a script from different points of view and different styles 

of production as both an actor and a director, 
5. To be involved in theater crafts and production aspects of the theater, 
6. To see and develop critical acuity through attendance at local theatre 

productions, 
7. To participate in theatre workshops 
8. To organize and manage a theatre festival/production. 

 
 
 
 
JOURNALISM 
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Open to:  Students in Grades 10-12 
Length:  Semester, with the option to continue 2nd semester 
 
The Journalism course allows students to apply writing, layout, reporting, and 
organizational skills in the production of a printed school newspaper. Students need 
to be well-organized and willing to devote time outside of class to cover special 
events. Students will also explore the ethics and influence of the media within their 
role within the school.  Strong writing skills are a plus.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH 
 
ENGLISH 9 
 

Grade 10 
 

English 10 

Grade 9 
 

English 9 
 

Grade 11 
 

Grade 12 
 

An elective course 
Themes in 
Literature can be 
selected by 11th 
and 12th grade 
students. 
It can be taken for 
an entire year or 
one semester. 

IB SL & HL English 
year 1 

IB SL & HL English 
year 2 

Grade 10 
 

English Honors 
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Open To: Grade 9 
Sample: The House on Mango Street Cisneros 
Textbooks: Lord of the Flies Golding Haroun and the Sea of Stories Rushdie 
The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver 
Don't Let's Go to the Dogs Tonight Fuller 
Mythology Hamilton 
Elements of Literature (Third Course) 
Writers’ Inc Houghton Mifflin Co. 
A Separate Peace Knowles Persepolis Satrapi 
Romeo and Juliet Shakespeare 
The Outsiders S.E. Hinton 
 
The English 9 course is designed to give students a full exposure to the importance 
of reading and writing to their English language learning. Students in English 9 will 
learn to be critical readers, approaching texts with an increasing awareness of the 
value of understanding literature in the lifelong learning process. The text selection 
is at the discretion of the instructor. Writing and the writing process serve to 
develop analytical and creative thinking skills. Speaking, both formally and 
informally, are also integral aspects of the English 9 course. 
 
ENGLISH 10 
 
Open to: Grade 10 
 
The English 10 course emphasizes critical thinking skills, literary analysis, formal 
essay writing, and group discussions. Students write reflective, expository, 
narrative, and literary forms with an emphasis on comparative literary analysis.  
They develop their writing skills by analyzing and critiquing peer and professional 
writing as well as, continue to apply a writing process. Students apply reading 
strategies such as predicting, making inferences and connecting prior knowledge to 
comprehend, critique and analyze a variety of world literature texts.  They will 
become skilled communicators in small-group activities, structured class discussions 
and through formal oral presentations. At times oral and written assignments will 
require them to apply a research process that includes collecting, evaluating, 
organizing, documenting and presenting information from a variety of sources. 
 Lastly, both their oral and written vocabulary is improved through the Sadlier-
Oxford program that introduces and reviews grade-level words. 
 
ENGLISH 10 Honors 
 
Open to: Score of "B" or higher in Gr. 9 English 
 
In the same way as the English 10 course, English 10 Honors emphasizes critical 
thinking skills, literary analysis, formal essay writing, and group discussions. 
However, the Honors course moves at a more rapid pace with more sophisticated 
and challenging texts covered.  Thus, the course is geared towards above-average 
readers, competent writers, and well-motivated, independent learners. Students 
enrolling in English 10 Honors are those who already confidently anticipate 
enrolling in Higher Level IB English. 
 
The full-year course builds on the skills developed during Grade 9 English. We 
continue to focus on close readings of literary texts while helping students develop a 
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deeper understanding of the effects of the literary elements employed by writers. 
Students write reflective, expository, narrative, and literary forms with an emphasis 
on comparative literary analysis as preparation for the IB World Literature 
assignment. They will become skilled communicators by planning, organizing and 
presenting formal oral presentations in small groups and independently.  These 
presentations will prepare them for the IB Independent Oral Presentation in their 
junior year.  At times oral and written assignments will require them to apply a 
research process that includes collecting, evaluating, organizing, documenting and 
presenting information from a variety of sources. Both their oral and written 
vocabulary is improved through the Sadlier-Oxford program that introduces and 
reviews grade-level words. Modified IB rubrics, in conjunction with 6-traits rubrics, 
are used for grading written assignments and individual oral presentations. 
 
 
THEMES IN LITERATURE  
 
Open to: Grades 11 and 12 Sample Studied texts typically include: 
Textbooks: Elements of Literature, Books 5 & 6 
Writers Inc. Houghton Mifflin Co. 
Metamorphosis Franz Kafka 
Shakespeare play 
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress Sijie 
Fahrenheit 451 Bradbury 
The Great Gatsby Fitzgerald 
The Stranger Camus 
The Color Purple Walker 
 
This course will provide students with an opportunity to study literary classics and 
a range of modern writing. There will be a concerted effort to promote an 
international perspective through the comparative study of works and thematic 
concerns across a variety of genres, cultures and periods. Students will be expected 
to demonstrate their understanding orally, in writing, and through a variety of 
creative projects. The thematic approach emphasizes the similarities and differences 
between literature from different ages and/or cultures. Students will also strengthen 
research, expository, and creative writing skills. 
 
IB LANGUAGE A1 ENGLISH HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL,  
YEARS 1 & 2  
 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 
Open to: Grades 11-12 
Sample: Most selections are drawn from the IB prescribed book list. During these 
two years, higher-level IB candidates will study fifteen texts, standard level IB 
candidates a minimum of eleven texts. Recent text selections have included the 
following: 
 
Textbooks: The House of the Spirits Allende 
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress -  Dai Sijie 
Waiting for Godot Beckett 
Fahrenheit 451 Bradbury 
A Tale of Two Cities - Dickens 
The Awakening Chopin 
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A Thousand Splendid Suns Hosseini 
The Great Gatsby Fitzgerald 
Animal Farm Orwell 
Slaughterhouse-Five Vonnegut 
The  Alchemist - Coelho 
Midaq Alley Mahfouz 
Out of India Jhabvala 
Macbeth and Hamlet - Shakespeare 
Antigone Sophocles 
The Color Purple Walker 
The Adventure of Sindbad – Gyula Krudy 
Selected poetry of: Robert Frost, Langston Hughes, Sylvia Plath 
 
Language A1 English includes studies on a critical, aesthetic, social, and cultural 
level, instilling the rigor of academic study and the overall goals of the IB program: 
articulate, balanced, international education. All assessment is monitored and 
evaluated by the IB, which sets all benchmark criteria and major external deadlines. 
IB-required benchmark goals include to develop student expression in both written 
and oral communication; to encourage a personal appreciation of literature through 
an investigation of techniques involved in literary study and criticism; to introduce 
students to classic as well as modern texts and to genres and styles of writing; to 
provide an international perspective though the comparative study of works from 
both familiar and unfamiliar cultures; to present diverse approaches to the study of 
literature; to develop the ability to engage in close, detailed and critical examination 
of written text; and to promote enjoyment and lifelong interest in literature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

Technology for Academic Purposes 
Prerequisites: None 
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Open to: Grade 9 – 12 
Length: Semester 
Technology for Academic purposes is an essential course for all university-bound 
students. Digital presentations are enhanced with non-linear designs, asks, dual 
screen displays and online speaker’s notes. These presentations are then extended as 
self-contained video kiosks. Spreadsheets use named ranges, multiple worksheets 
and logical functions to extract desired results. Image editing includes precision 
management of exposure, layer styles, effects, blending modes and compression. 
New approaches to photography and video are applied in reports for our online 
News Broadcast. Mature layout designs are applied to all publications. Throughout 
the course students will employ pro-active organizational strategies in the areas of 
directory structures, synchronized calendars, file and network management. This 
course is planned to help students meet the technology demands of an adult 
audience in today’s academic environment. 
 
VIDEO PRODUCTION 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Recommended: Technology for Academic Purposes or equivalent 
Open to: Grade 9-12 
Length: Semester 
 
Digital Video is now used in broadcasting, websites, documentaries and feature 
films. This project-based course offers an introduction to this exciting technology 
and the process of video production. In pursuit of projects students will develop 
important skills in analysis, planning and communication. Students will work in 
small groups to create their own short entertainment videos. These projects require 
students to write and illustrate their own treatments, scripts and production boards. 
Time based problem solving is at the core of every exercises as students learn about 
camera handling, composition, found lighting, audio and post-production editing. A 
variety of video distribution channels will be investigated and employed. Exemplars 
of student videos can be seen at http://www.youtube.com/aisbvideo 
This course may be taken for Arts credit. 
 
AUTHENTIC WEBSITE PROJECTS  
 
Prerequisites: None 
Recommended: Technology for Academic Purposes or equivalent 
Open to: Grades 9 – 12 
Length: Semester 
 
Students will make authentic web sites and Flash animations that are designed to 
help new families transition to AISB and Budapest. Students will strengthen their 
skills in the areas of design, navigation and file management. An emphasis is placed 
on good planning and writing for the internet. Software applications includes Flash, 
Dreamweaver and PhotoShop. This course may be taken for Arts credit. 
 
JAVA PROGRAMMING 
 
Open to: Grades 9 – 12 
Length: Semester 
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Java programming is a semester course designed for students who already have 
basic computer skills and would like to use their skills to solve fun problems. The 
aim of the course is to learn solid programming skills that can be applied to any 
programming language in a creative problem solving environment. Students will 
write code to manipulate a robot to perform a particular task. Students will learn to 
design, code, debug, and document programs using techniques of good 
programming style while they teach the robot to perform tasks. Structures such as 
input, output, branches, loops, and functions, as well as manipulating images will be 
explored in this hands-on course. 
 
NEWS BROADCASTING 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Recommended: Technology for Academic Purposes or equivalent 
Open to: Grades 9 – 12 
Length: Semester 
 
Broadcasting students will lead the process of creating weekly news video 
broadcasts for High School students and quarterly news podcasts for the wider AISB 
community. An emphasis is placed on anticipating and prioritizing news stories as 
students develop skills in the areas of news reading, meeting deadlines and concise 
reporting. 
 
Contest Film-maker INDEPENDENT STUDY 
 
Prerequisites: Video Production or equivalent 
Open to: Grade 9 – 12 
Length: Semester 
 
This independent study course allows students to pursue their passion for video 
production by making projects that they must submit to online contests. Students 
who take this course will need good planning, time management and interpersonal 
skills. Students may work in teams to produce the best possible video projects. 
Applicants must have their contest application, planning documents and time-line 
approved by the instructor before being admitted into the course. Once admitted to 
the course students will be graded on their ability to execute their own plans. The  
Principal reserves the right to withhold or discontinue participation in this course if 
there are problems associated with behavior or independent study. This course may 
be taken for an Arts credit. 
The following are required before any student can be admitted to this course: 

1. Completed application form signed by both student and parent(s) or 
guardian 

2. Contest application form 
3. Complete timeline and planning documents that will shape a script 
4. Scheduling that will fit with the teacher’s schedule and the availability of 

video equipment 
 
Documentary Film-maker INDEPENDENT STUDY 
 
Prerequisites: News broadcasting or equivalent 
Open to: Grade 9 – 12 
Length: Semester 
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This independent study course allows students to pursue their passion for News 
Broadcasting by making documentary video vignettes for AISB video channel at 
http://youtube.com/aisbshare Topics for these documentaries must be either AISB 
or Hungary. These videos are not disposable news-reports on current events, but 
instead enduring documentaries that have a longer lifespan. Each quarter a student 
must complete a minimum of four documentary videos, one of which must cover a 
live event, for a total of eight documentaries and two live events in the semester. 
Students who take this course will need good planning, time management and 
interpersonal skills. Students may work in teams, but each student is responsible for 
their own projects. Applicants must suggest specific documentary titles and a time-
line before being admitted into the course. Once admitted to the course students will 
be graded on their ability to execute their own plans. The Principle reserves the right 
to withhold or discontinue participation in this course if there are problems 
associated with behavior or independent study. The following are required before 
any student can be admitted to this course: 

1. Completed Application form signed by both student and parent(s) or 
guardian 

2. Suggestions for eight documentary video vignettes,two of which cover live 
events 

3. Completed timeline for these projects 
4. Scheduling that will fit with the teacher’s schedule and the availability of 

video equipment. 
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MATHEMATICS 
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Grade 9 Mathematics 
 
Math 9 Integrated 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher Approval 
Textbook:   Math Matters 2 Lynch, Olmstead 
 
The goal of this course is to teach students fundamental algebra and geometry 
concepts and skills. The emphasis is on building a conceptual understanding of 
mathematics by showing the connections among the different branches of 
mathematics through real-life applications and exploratory activities. Topics include: 
introduction to algebra; solving and graphing linear equations; introduction to 
quadratic equations; properties of parallel lines, circles, similar and congruent 
triangles; ratios, rates and percents; and statistics. 
 
 
Math 9 SL 
 
Prerequisites:  Teacher Approval 
Textbook: Algebra 1, Larson; McDougal Littell 
 
The goal of this course is to help students develop their abilities to explore and solve 
mathematical problems, think critically, and communicate their ideas clearly. 
Students will review and extend their understanding of fundamental algebra, 
geometry and statistical concepts. The emphasis of the course is on building a 
conceptual understanding of mathematics by showing the connections among the 
different branches of mathematics through real-life applications and exploratory 
activities. Primary course topics include statistics; linear, quadratic and exponential 
functions; congruent and similar triangles; and the basic right triangle trigonometric 
ratios. 
 
 
Math 9 HL 
 
Prerequisites:   Teacher Approval 
Textbook: Algebra and Trigonometry: Structure and Method Book 2, Brown 
 
This course is designed for students with a strong interest in studying mathematics 
at a high level. The goal of this course is to cover the 9B syllabus in a more 
sophisticated way. The objectives of this course are to review and master the 
fundamental concepts and introduce many advanced topics in algebra, analytic 
geometry and trigonometry.  The course will fully explore the patterns, functions 
and algebraic relations of linear, quadratic and exponential functions with 
applications.   The course will explore the geometric concepts of polygons and 
circles, their algebraic properties and the right triangle trigonometric ratios.  The 
course will also expand on statistics and probability.   
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Grade 10 Mathematics 
 
Math 10 Integrated 
 
Prerequisites:  Teacher Approval 
Open to: Grades 9 -10 
Textbook: Math Matters 3 Lynch, Olmstead 
 
The goal of this course is to help students develop their abilities to explore and solve 
mathematical problems, think critically, and communicate their ideas clearly. 
Students will review and extend their understanding of fundamental algebra, 
geometry and statistical concepts. The emphasis of the course is on building a 
conceptual understanding of mathematics by showing the connections among the 
different branches of mathematics through real-life applications and exploratory 
activities. Primary course topics include statistics; further exploration into quadratic 
functions and introduction to the absolute value, basic exponential and 
trigonometric functions; co-ordinate graphing and transformations of geometric 
figures, right triangle trigonometric ratios and further work with circles (arcs and 
sectors). 
 
Math 10 SL 
 
Prerequisites:  Teacher Approval 
Textbook: Algebra 2, Larson; McDougal Littell 
 
The objectives of this course are to review and master the fundamental concepts and 
introduce many advanced topics in algebra, analytic geometry and trigonometry. 
This course is designed to go at a faster pace than the 10C course. Primary course 
topics include formally defining higher degree polynomial, square root, absolute 
value, basic rational and basic trigonometric functions with applications; unit circle 
and general triangle trigonometry, further work with circles (arcs and sectors); 
statistics and probability. 
 
Math 10 HL 
 
Prerequisites:  Teacher approval 
Textbook: Advanced Mathematics, Brown 
 
This course is designed for students with a strong interest in studying mathematics 
at a high level. The goal of this course is to cover the 10B syllabus in a more 
sophisticated way. The course will explore new functions (square root, higher order 
polynomials, absolute value, rational, logarithmic and trigonometric) through their 
graphs and applications. The geometry will further explore the circle (through arcs 
and sectors), trigonometry (unit circle and general triangle laws) and begin proof.  
The course will continue work in probability and statistics as well as an introduction 
to calculus. 
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IB Mathematics – grades 11 and 12 
 
MATH STUDIES STANDARD LEVEL, YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 
Textbook: Mathematical Studies Haese-Harris 
 
Math Studies teach the IB syllabus for a Standard Level course. Topics include linear 
and quadratic functions, statistics, probability, vectors, set theory, financial 
mathematics and trigonometry. Math Studies also provides basic math practice for 
those students pursuing non-mathematical fields. A mathematics project is required 
for IB candidates. 
 
 
MATHEMATICS STANDARD LEVEL, YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites:  Teacher approval 
Textbook: Mathematics SL Haese -Harris 
 
This course provides a wide range of advanced mathematical topics. It is a two-year 
program aimed at preparing students for the IB Mathematical Methods standard 
level external exam. The course is also open to students who will not sit the IB exam. 
The course will offer an in-depth review and extension of algebraic and 
trigonometric concepts. Topics covered include: higher order polynomials; 
logarithmic, exponential, and trigonometric functions: probability and statistics; 
vectors; differential and integral calculus. A mathematical portfolio as an internal 
assessment will be required for IB candidates. 
 
 
MATHEMATICS HIGHER LEVEL, YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites:  Teacher approval 
Textbook: Math High Haese - Harris 
 
This course covers a wide range of advanced mathematics topics. It is aimed at 
preparing students for the IB Mathematics High level external exam. The course is 
open to any student with a very strong background and ability in mathematics. It is 
hoped the course will help instill a lifelong interest in and appreciation of 
mathematics, and that students will carry on with mathematics in future studies. 
The course will include matrices, vectors, sequences and series, probability and 
statistics, complex analysis, functions, trigonometry, differential and integral 
calculus. A mathematical portfolio as an internal assessment will be required. 
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SUPPORT 
 
STUDY HALL 
Open to: Grades 11 and 12 
 
Students in grades 11-12 may sign up for one block (semester or yearlong) of Study 
Hall. AISB has high academic standards; study hall is a time for students to complete 
school work, study, or (if possible) meet with teachers to help meet these standards 
and decrease after-school workload expectations. The school will designate multiple 
locations where students may work and students are expected to be in one of these 
locations. Study hall is a privilege for students. If a student is not using this time 
wisely, the school reserves the right to reschedule a student. Spots in a study hall are 
limited and will be granted on a space available basis. Priority will be given to 
students enrolled in at least one IB course. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (E.S.L.) 
 
Perquisites: Students must meet AISB English proficiency entrance criteria 
Open to: Grades 9-12 
Textbooks: For Your Information Blanchard and Root 
Chapter and Verse McRae and Pantaleoni 
More Reading Power Mikulecky and Jeffries, Longman 
Consider the Issues Numrich, Longman 
Introductory Course for the TOEFL Test Phillips, Longman 
Complete Course for the TOEFL Test Phillips, Longman 
Foundations of Writing Spencer and Arbon, NTC 
 
This course enables English language learners to operate to their full potential both 
academically and socially. There is a strong emphasis on literacy skills and 
extending strategies for coping with a curriculum in a second language. The ESL 
teachers aim to provide a learning environment that will facilitate the students’ 
adjustment to the language and culture of the school, and aid the confident 
development of English proficiency. Students are taught English through academic 
content with exposure to rich oral and written language. 
 
The course is specifically geared to meet the needs of both intermediate and 
advanced students of English. All students are initially tested and re-tested regularly 
using the Maculaitis Assessment Program and the TOEFL test. Our philosophy is to 
monitor and support all students for as long as necessary, even after exiting the ESL 
class. This course may be repeated for credit, with teacher permission. 
 
LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER (L.R.C.) 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 
Open to: Grades 9-12 
Textbooks: Classroom texts 
 
Students with need of academic or study skill assistance may enroll in the LRC. This 
course does not give additional homework, rather it supports students in 
successfully completing the assignments of their other classes and in extending 
effective organizational and study skills. This course may replace the world 
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language requirement or be taken as an elective course and is graded on a pass-fail 
basis. The course may be repeated for credit, with teacher permission. 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9 
 
Required for: Grade 9 
 
In this yearlong course, students complete the transition from modified versions of 
movement forms to more complex applications across all types of physical activities. 
The use of basic skills, strategies, and tactics becomes more specialized as well as 
their ability to apply and identify key movement concepts and principles to assess 
their skill performance. Students will assess their levels of fitness and demonstrate 
the ability to plan and improve components of fitness to achieve and maintain a 
health-enhancing level of personal fitness. In health students will learn about 
physical fitness, first aid, CPR, nutrition, sex education, and substance abuse. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 
 
In the second year physical education program students are expected to become 
proficient in all fundamental movement skills and skill combinations, and 
competent in self-selected life long physical activities. Within these activities, 
students will plan, implement, and self-assess their activities. Students’ fitness levels 
are tested at the beginning of the semester and this information is used as the basis 
for students to set personal fitness goals and develop a personal fitness plan to be 
implemented throughout the term.  
 
 
DANCE 
 
DANCE 1 
 
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Length: Semester 
 
Dance 1 offers students opportunities for self-discovery and awareness of their own 
movement potential and creativity through an introduction to Contemporary Dance 
technique, contact improvisation and creative choreographic exercises. The course 
will also introduce students to examples of publicly recognized dance art and 
choreography through the use of DVD, and where possible, to be exposed to the 
wide offering of dance in the city. Performance is a mandatory part of the course.  
 
It is not necessary to have any dance training or experience for this course. It is 
important, however, to be receptive, willing to explore your own creativity and be 
committed to constant reflection and improvement. Dance 1 can be taken as an arts 
credit or a physical education credit. This course may be repeated for credit with 
teacher permission. 
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DANCE 2 
 
Open to: Grade 9-12 who have had prior dance training or who have successfully 
completed Dance 1. 
Length: Semester 
 
Dance 2 offers students further opportunities for self-discovery and awareness of 
their movement potential and creativity through an extension of Contemporary 
Dance technique, contact improvisation and creative choreographic exercises. In 
addition, students will need to choreograph and perform in different dance styles. 
The course will continue to expose students to examples of publicly recognized 
dance art and choreography through the use of DVD, and where possible, to be 
exposed to the wide offering of dance in the city. Performance is a mandatory part of 
the course. 
 
Students need to have some prior practical experience of dance or successfully 
complete Dance 1 to participate in Dance 2. The pace of learning will be significantly 
faster than Dance 1 and will require students to have a strong movement memory. 
More emphasis will be placed on independent choreography in different styles and 
of longer length. Students need to be receptive, willing to take creative risks and be 
committed to constant reflection and improvement. The course will also require 
more rigorous analysis and critique of dance works and thus the requirement is also 
to see at least 2 live professional dance works. Advance Dance can be taken as an 
arts or physical education credit. This course may be repeated for credit with teacher 
permission. 
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SCIENCE 
 
SCIENCE Overview, Grades 9 and 10 
 
Science is more than a mere body of knowledge; the practical and problem-solving 
skills involved in the scientific process help us with our daily lives as well as prepare 
us to be informed individuals in the modern world. The development of these skills 
is a major focus of ninth and tenth grade science. The parallel development of a firm 
theoretical knowledge base is also essential, particularly for those students wishing 
to go on to study science at a more advanced and specialized level. 
 
This is a balanced two-year program of standard high school science covering units 
on biology, chemistry, physics and elements of earth science. It includes an extensive 
laboratory program and provides a firm foundation in the basic concepts for each of 
the disciplines. The goal is to prepare each student entering the 11th grade to be 
equipped to begin an advanced study of the sciences and have an understanding of 
the challenges and rewards offered by each discipline. This foundation will help 
students be able to make wise choices about advanced study. 
 
SCIENCE 9 
 
Required for: Grade 9 
Textbooks: Integrated Science Hewitt 
 
Students will study an integrated approach to science with an emphasis on biology. 
Topics will however include aspects of chemistry and physics. There will be 
extensive practical work in addition to theoretical exercises. The course is inquiry 
based and strives to practice understanding the use of formal science methods to 
investigate questions. 
 
SCIENCE 10 
 
Required in  Grade 10 
Textbooks: Integrated Science Hewitt 
Complete Physics Pople 
 
The course will prepare the students to study science at an advanced level. The 
content follows a semester of physics and a semester of chemistry. Practical work is 
emphasized especially quantitative methods. 
 
BIOLOGY HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR 
NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 
Open to: Grades 11-12 
Textbooks: Understanding Biology Thornes 
 
This is an advanced level biology course. Students may take it for one year (of non-
IB) or two years of higher or standard level IB. The higher level is a significantly 
more demanding course than the standard level, both in regards to conceptual 
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understanding and workload. Despite its rigor, the course is primarily a survey 
course, covering all of the major themes and sub-disciplines of biology, with an 
emphasis on genetics and human physiology. The internal evaluation will be 
ongoing over the two academic years that the student is enrolled in the program. It 
will, in part, be designed to encourage an improvement in the ability to 
communicate ideas via written scientific reports as well as consolidate concepts 
covered in class. The external evaluation (IB only) occurs at the end of the second 
year. 
 
CHEMISTRY HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL YR. 1 & 2 (IB OR 
NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 
Open to: Grades 11-12 
Textbook: Chemistry in Context H. I. and Holman 
Advanced Practical Chemistry Thompson 
 
This is an advanced level chemistry course that is designed to enhance skills and 
knowledge in the field of chemistry. The IB level of this course requires two years of 
study and terminates with an exam that is administered by the IB organization. 
Students may take this course for one year of non-IB or two years at the IB Standard 
Level, or at the IB Higher Level. The course has a strong laboratory component of 
which students must keep a written account. The program also contains a 
collaborative group project in original scientific study. This course is an excellent 
course of study for students interested in pursuing the study of sciences at the 
university level. 
 
PHYSICS HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR 
NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: Algebra II, completed, Enrolled in SL or HL Math 
Open to: Grades 11-12 
Textbook: Physics 7e Giancoli 
 
The objective of the course is to help the students learn the facts and principles of 
physics and to comprehend the concepts underlying these facts and principles. 
Students will also develop critical thinking and problem solving skills in the 
application of the concepts in laboratory activities. The subsidiary course is a non-
calculus presentation of the fundamental parts of physics. The course places a great 
emphasis on historical development and social implications, and contains an 
extensive laboratory component. Students may take this course for one year (non-IB) 
or two years at the IB higher or standard level. Physics is an experimentally based 
subject and students will be required to maintain a record of their laboratory work. 
The program contains a collaborative group project in original scientific study. 
 
FORENSICS 
 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Textbooks: Forensics Science for High School (Funkhouser) 
Length: Semester 
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Forensic science is the study and use of scientific concepts and technologies related 
to solving crime in society. In this course, students have the opportunity to explore 
the concepts that serve as a foundation for forensic science and develop skills that 
help them to evaluate criminal evidence. These concepts and techniques will be 
applied and authenticated through learning activities such as laboratory 
experiments, internet research assignments and the completion of case study 
examples. 
 
GENETICS 
 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Textbooks: Biology: A Human Approach and other textual resources 
Length: Semester 
 
Genetics and bioethics is a course designed to provide students with a complete and 
engaging overview of the science of genetics. During the course, students will study 
the basic concepts that apply to inheritance and investigate new genetic information 
and technology. Students will also explore the personal and social implications of 
genetic applications in medicine and industry. The course objectives will be met 
through a combination of laboratory exercises, class discussion, research 
assignments and the study of regional and global genetic issues. 
 
ASTRONOMY 
 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Textbooks: Cosmic Evolution and other texts 
Length: Semester 
 
This course concentrates on our place in the universe. The big bang, birth and death 
of stars, why scientist think the universe is expanding, formation of galaxies, and 
other cosmic questions will be answered. The topics of special and general relativity 
will also be covered. The class uses lots of modeling and interactive class 
simulations. A good course for those interested in what is out there! 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

WORLD HISTORY 9 
 
Open to: Grade 9 
Textbook: Various texts 
 
This course will focus on the foundations of modern western civilization by 
examining Ancient Greece and Rome, the Medieval Period, the Renaissance, 
Reformation, and the Age of Exploration and the Enlightenment. Throughout each 
unit, several key themes will be explored, including but not limited to, religion, art, 
science, government and economics. The development of fundamental historical 
skills which relate to the achievements and issues of the past to the present will be 
taught. In addition, students will have the opportunity to develop and practice 
communication and research skills with an emphasis on evaluating primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
WORLD HISTORY 10 
 
Open to: Grade 10 
Textbooks: Various texts 
 
The World History II course will be modular in approach, with students studying 
each of the following four themes over the course of the year: 
-Revolutions; 
-Introduction to Economics/Economic History; 
-Crime, Punishment and Protest; 
-Nineteenth Century Europe. 
 
The Revolutions unit will seek to examine the chief causes and effects of several 
modern political revolutions, with an emphasis on ideology. The Economics course 
will introduce some fundamentals of economic theory in the context of exploring the 
ideas of the early economists. Crime, Punishment and Protest is a social thematic 
history of law, order and opposition which spans the millennia. Nineteenth Century 
European History explores nationalism, liberalism and imperialism. 
 
World History II endeavors to continue building upon the historical skills of World 
History I. Political, social and economic concepts are stressed and the skills of the 
historian working with primary and secondary sources are emphasized. 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY MILESTONES 
 
Open to: Grades 9 -12 
Textbook: History of the United State – McDougal Littell Inc. 
Length: Semester 
 
This semester course will examine United States history thematically. The students 
will study the four following themes: The American Revolution, The Making of the 
Constitution, The Civil War, and The Cold War. 
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Students will be able to: master a broad body of knowledge; demonstrate an 
understanding of historical chronology; use historical data to support an argument 
or position; interpret and apply data from documents; effectively use analytical skills 
of evaluation; work effectively with others to solve problems; apply knowledge of 
history to the present. 
 
CONTEMPORARY WORLD ISSUES/GLOBAL ISSUES 
 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Textbook: Various texts 
Length: Semester 
 
The intent of this elective course will be to examine the global challenges of creating 
sustainability in both the world marketplace and Earth’s natural environment. 
Students will investigate a selection of topics including but not limited to: 
Sustainability, Globalization, Global Poverty, Land Degradation, Global Warming 
and the Individual’s Ecological Footprint. In addition, each student will be given 
opportunities to explore contemporary issues of their choosing through a bi-weekly 
Issue portfolio and weekly discussions of current events. Students will also examine 
the social, political, economic and environmental issues of a specific country in the 
world. 
 
CONTEMPORARY WORLD ISSUES/WORLD PERSPECTIVES 
 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Textbook: Various texts 
Length: Semester 
 
The intent of this elective course will be to investigate Contemporary World Issues 
and their impact(s) on societies at local, national and international levels. Students 
will analyze, discuss and debate the effects of such issues as: Overpopulation, Food 
and Hunger, Terrorism, Regional Disparities, Access to freshwater and essential 
resources, Urbanization, and constantly changing technology. Students will also 
explore what the future holds for humankind, as we know it today. Contemporary 
Issues will be explored through a bi-weekly Issue Portfolio and weekly discussions 
on current events. 
 
 
HISTORY, (EUROPEAN) HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL YEAR 
1 & 2 (IB OR NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: World History 10 and teacher approval 
Open to: Grades 11-12 
Textbook: Various texts 
 
The aim of this course is to explain trends and developments as well as continuity 
and change through time and through individual events. The course is concerned 
with individuals and societies in the political, social and economic context. The class 
seeks to promote the acquisition and understanding of historical knowledge in 
breadth and in depth, and from different cultures. It fosters an appreciation of 
history as a discipline, including the nature and diversity of its sources, methods and 
interpretations. The students are encouraged to reflect on the role of the historian 
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and all students are expected to gain an understanding of and respect for people and 
events in cultures different from their own. A lasting interest in history is also a 
desired piece of the course. In order to achieve the above the students will study 
aspects of twentieth century history including the two World Wars, the League of 
Nations of the inter-war years, Tsarism, Communism, Fascism, the Cold War, the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, the rise of Mao and Castro’s Cuba. While forays are made 
beyond Europe’s borders, this is primarily a European history course. 
 
ECONOMICS HIGHER & STANDARD LEVEL YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR 
NON IB) 
 
Open to: Grades 11-12 Teacher approval; concurrent enrollment in IB Math Standard 
or Math Higher 
Textbooks: Various texts 
 
Economics gives students a general introduction to the subject. It hopes to develop 
in the student-disciplined skills of economic reasoning. Students develop the ability 
to apply the tools of economic analysis to situations and data and to explain the 
findings clearly. An understanding of how individuals and societies organize 
themselves in the pursuit of economic objectives will be acquired. After learning the 
basic tools of economic reasoning, students will develop their understanding of 
major contemporary economic problems and the economic theories that they 
incorporate. The course will be particularly useful for those who intend to study 
social sciences at university. 
 
THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (IB OR NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: IB Diploma candidate or teacher approval 
Open to: Grade 11 (second semester) and Grade 12 (first semester) 
Textbooks: Various texts 
Length: Semester long 
(second semester grade 11, first semester grade 12) 
 
The purpose of the course is to stimulate critical reflection on the knowledge and 
experience of students both inside and outside the classroom. The course is 
“philosophical” in the sense that it is meant to encourage students to acquire a 
critical awareness of what they and others know, through analyzing concepts and 
arguments as the basis of value judgments. An exploration of various ways of 
knowing takes place as well as an investigation into the methodologies of 
knowledge claims of a variety of disciplines. Critical reflection in a discussion-based 
lesson or in various written assignments is a goal of this course. Students are 
reminded to focus on the questions, "What do we know?" and "How do we know 
it?” 
 
PSYCHOLOGY 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Textbooks: Various texts 
Length: Semester 
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The intent of this elective course will be to survey the field of psychology with 
special emphasis on the use of the scientific method as the means for exploring the 
mind and behavior. Psychology is the systematic study of behavior and mental 
processes, and the factors that influence those processes. Included is a consideration 
of psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated with each of the major 
sub-fields within psychology and the methods psychologists use in their science and 
practice. Throughout the course students will be introduced to a range of 
psychological fields of study including but not limited to: Nature versus Nurture, 
Sensation and Perception, Learning, memory, Life span Development, and 
Intelligence. Students will demonstrate an enhanced curiosity about understanding 
people. 
 
SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 
 
Prerequisites: None 
Open to: Grades 10-12 
Textbooks: Various texts 
Length: Semester 
 
The intent of this elective course will be to focus on the study of the mind and 
mental processes, social interactions and how individuals may influence others. 
Social psychology makes links to sociology and looks into an individual’s position in 
the world, and how perceptions, belief systems, and behaviors are determined by 
one’s social circumstances. Throughout the course students will be introduced to a 
range of psychological fields of study including but not limited to: Socialization, 
Conformity and Deviance, Psychological Disorders, Motivation and Emotion, States 
of Consciousness, Intelligence and Stress Coping and Health. Students will 
demonstrate an awareness of how psychology helps us understand the world in 
which we live. 
 
BUSINESS FOUNDATIONS 
 
Open to: Grades 10 -12 
Textbook: Various texts 
Length: Semester 
 
Business studies students are introduced to basic management and finance theories 
covering the following issues at an introductory level: Organizations and the 
Business Environment, Microeconomics Theory of the Firm, Marketing, Finance, 
Human Resources and a special introduction into the workings of stock exchanges. 
 
BUSINESS – MARKETING 
 
Open to: Grades 10 -12 
Textbook: Various texts 
Length: Semester 
 
This course will attempt to cover four main aspects of Business. They are Marketing, 
Costs and Revenue, International Business and the Ethics of Business. The key skills 
that will be emphasized are analysis and evaluation of business concepts. When 
possible, we will look at case studies. Students will be encouraged to use internet 
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sources to increase their knowledge and understanding of business concepts and 
practices. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 
 
 
AISB offers 3 world languages in the high school, German, French and Spanish 
 
* French and German AB Initio grade 11 and 12 are combined with level 1 and 
 level 2, respectfully. 
 
** 10th grader can take IB SL classes (optional) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Level 1 * Level 2 * Level 3 ** Level 4 

IB year 1 

IB year 2 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

FRENCH I 
 
Prerequisites: No previous knowledge of French 
Open to: Grades 9 -12 
Textbooks: Panorama 1   Clé International 
  
The course is designed for students with no previous experience or novice in 
learning French.  It enables students to communicate in familiar and practical 
situations while also providing insight into the French-speaking countries. The 
emphasis is on interaction and communication. 
 
FRENCH II 
  
Prerequisites French I or Grade 8 French Intermediate 
Open to : Grade 9- 12 
Textbook: Discovering French Blanc Valette & Valette 
  
The objective of this course is to reinforce and extend the student's level of fluency. 
Language and grammar patterns will be further developed such as present tense 
and close future. Moreover, the past tense will be introduced and intensively 
developed through description and narration of past events. A greater in-depth 
knowledge of French culture will also be developed. Students will be encouraged to 
improve their writing skills through a variety of exercises and techniques. Situations 
are created to allow the students to express themselves freely in French. Students 
will be expected to participate actively in class work, to make a regular effort to 
learn vocabulary and to complete all written work. 
 
FRENCH III 
  
Prerequisites: French II or Grade 8 French Advanced 
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Textbook: Discovering French Rouge Valette & Valette 
  
The major themes introduced in previous French study are re-visited so that 
students can expand their vocabulary base and learn to communicate in increasingly 
complex conversational situations. The focus is always on meaningful language use 
in an authentic cultural context, i.e. that of France and the French-speaking world. 
Two more tenses will be introduced: the imperfect and “passé compose”, as well as 
the conditional and subjective modes. The four communication skills will be 
developed simultaneously: oral comprehension and expression as well as written 
comprehension and expression through a variety of activities and materials. 
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FRENCH IV 
  
Prerequisites: French III 
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Textbooks: Discovering French Rouge Valette & Valette 
  
The goal of the course is for students to acquire both a written and oral fluency. 
During the course, students study original documents, analyze them, and discuss 
their contents. The course's aim is to gain knowledge of contemporary French 
civilization and culture and become familiar with French literature the Francophone 
world and its cultures and short stories. The multicultural reality of France will also 
be discussed and analyzed. 
  
FRENCH AB INITIO STANDARD LEVEL YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON 
IB) 
  
Prerequisites: No previous knowledge of French 
Open to:  Grades 9 -12 
Textbooks: Panorama 1   Clé International 
  
The course is designed for students with no previous experience in learning French.  
It enables students within the two years of the program to communicate in familiar 
and practical situations while also providing insight into the French-speaking 
countries. The emphasis is on interaction and communication. 
 
IB LANGUAGE B FRENCH HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL 
YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON IB) 
  
Prerequisites: French III for standard level and French Advanced for higher level 
Open to: Grades 11-12 
Textbooks: Nouveau Sans Frontieres III, & Cahier d’Exercices Dominique Selection 
of literary texts (poems, short stories, plays, novels) 
 
The goal is for students to interact and communicate in a wide variety of situations 
with both spoken and written fluency. The emphasis is on interaction and 
communication. The course is based on a variety of original documents and literary 
texts that enable an awareness of the cultures where the language is spoken. The 
interests of the students will be considered when devising the course. At the higher 
level, a greater mastery of the language is required, as well as literary analysis. 
  
GERMAN I 
 
Prerequisites:  No previous knowledge of German 
Open to: Grades  9-12 
Textbooks: Optimal A1, Langenscheidt 2004     
                                   
The course is designed for students with no previous experience of German. It 
enables students to communicate in familiar and practical situations while also 
providing insight into the German-speaking countries. The emphasis is on 
interaction and communication. It is taught together with the first year of the Ab 
Initio German program. 
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GERMAN II 
  
Prerequisites: German I or Grade 8 German Intermediate 
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Textbooks: Optimal A1 and A2, Langenscheidt 2004 
  
The aim of this course is to build upon and reinforce linguistic and basic 
grammatical concepts presented in previous German studies, to develop oral 
proficiency appropriate to this level and to increase knowledge of the culture in 
German speaking countries. The functional objectives are to consolidate speaking, 
listening and reading skills, and to develop writing proficiencies. Everyday topics, 
current events and simple literary texts are discussed to improve fluency.  The 
knowledge of grammar will be extended by introducing the past and future tenses, 
prepositions with dative and accusative, subordinate clauses, separable verbs and 
adjective endings. 
  
GERMAN III 
  
Prerequisites: German II or Grade 8 German Advanced 
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Textbooks: Optimal B1, Langenscheidt 2004 
 
The aim of this course is to further develop language fluency, incorporate the use of 
idioms, and perfect the grammar. In order to achieve this, we use a wide selection of 
materials, not simply textbooks. Literary works and current events will be used as 
well as magazines in German. The students will learn the conditional and passive 
voice in addition to their previously learned grammatical structure. Written skills 
will be emphasized at this level. 
  
GERMAN  IV 
  
Prerequisites: German III 
Open to:  Grades 9 - 12 
Textbooks:  Tangram  2B  Max Hueber 
Kurzgeschichten, Projekte 
  
The course reviews grammatical patterns, sentence structures and syntax learned in 
previous classes as well as introducing the students to German literature and poetry. 
Intensive work in writing, speaking and understanding the contemporary idiom is 
provided for students who wish to perfect their knowledge of German. Extensive 
experience in using the language is combined with the examination of significant 
aspects of contemporary German culture through the medium of magazines, tapes 
and videotapes from German television. Visits to the local Goethe Institute and an 
exchange program with the German school are planned. 
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GERMAN AB INITIO STANDARD LEVEL YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON 
IB) 
  
Prerequisites:  No previous knowledge of German 
Open to: Grades 9-12 
Textbooks: Optimal A1 and A2, Langenscheidt 2004 
 
The course is designed for students with no previous experience in learning 
German.  It enables students within the two years of the program to communicate in 
familiar and practical situations while also providing insight into the culture of 
German-speaking countries. The emphasis is on interaction and communication. 
 
IB LANGUAGE B GERMAN HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL 
YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON IB) 
 
Prerequisites: German IV or equivalent 
Open to:  Grades 11-12 
Texts: Lyrik von der Klassik bis zur Moderne Klett Märchen, Fabeln,deutsche 
Kurzgeschichten 
Literature: Goethe/Plenzdorf Sprache und Presse ( aktuelle Ereignisse ) 
 
The course covers the first and second year of the IB program. Students should 
develop a fluency in writing, speaking and understanding the foreign language. 
Furthermore, students who have followed the Language B program should be able 
to demonstrate an awareness and appreciation of the different cultural perspectives 
of the countries where the language is spoken. 
 
SPANISH I 
  
Open to: Grades 9 - 12 
Textbook:  Avancemos I 
  
The objective of this course is to introduce the students to the basics of Spanish 
language and culture. The students will learn to communicate in everyday situations 
and engage in conversations about daily activities, time and weather, preferences, 
friends, school, and family. Through dialogues, tapes and classroom activities, the 
students will also learn to write in Spanish through a variety of means, including 
free expression. 
  
SPANISH II 
  
Prerequisites: Spanish I or teacher recommendation, Grade 8 Spanish Intermediate 
Open to:  Grades 9 – 12 
Textbook:  Avancemos 2 
  
The objective of this course is to reinforce and further extend the students’ level of 
fluency in Spanish. Language and grammatical patterns presented in previous 
Spanish study will be further developed. The topics of study will be expanded and 
communication brought to a higher level. Knowledge of Spanish culture will be 
equally expanded. Students will be encouraged to freely express themselves as well 
as to improve their writing techniques through compositions, dictations and letters. 
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Literary works, current events and magazines in Spanish will be an important focus. 
The students will learn the conditional and passive voice in addition to their 
previously learned grammatical structures. Written skills will be emphasized at this 
level. 
  
SPANISH III 
  
Prerequisites: Spanish II or teacher recommendation, Grade 8 Spanish Advanced 
Open to: Grades 9 – 12 
Textbook: Avancemos III (part 1). 
 
The aim of the course is to develop the language further by increasing fluency and 
perfecting the grammar. The student is called upon to demonstrate increased 
proficiency in the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. There is also a 
focus on the literature and contemporary culture of the Hispanic world. 
 
SPANISH IV 
  
Prerequisites: Spanish III 
Open to:  Grade 9-12 
Textbooks:  Avancemos III (part II). 
  
The course reviews grammatical patterns, sentence structures and syntax learned in 
previous classes as well as introducing the students to Spanish literature and poetry. 
Intensive work in writing, speaking and understanding the contemporary idiom is 
provided for students who wish to perfect their knowledge of Spanish. Extensive 
experience in using the language is combined with the examination of significant 
aspects of contemporary Spanish culture through the medium of magazines, tapes 
and videotapes from Spanish television. 
  
IB LANGUAGE B SPANISH HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL 
YEAR 1 & 2 (IB OR NON IB) 
  
Perquisites: Spanish Advanced (or equivalent) and teacher approval 
Open to:  Grades 11 - 12 
Textbooks:  Sigue 1 and 2 
 
Animo 
El Punto en Cuestión 
Dele Básico and Superior 
Poetry and Literature 
  
This course covers the first and the second year of the IB program. Students will be 
expected to develop fluency in writing, speaking and understanding the language. 
Both oral and written communication skills will be highly emphasized at this level. 
Having completed a Language B program, students should be able to demonstrate 
an awareness and appreciation of different cultural perspectives of the countries 
where the language is spoken. 
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CREATIVITY, SERVICE, ACTION (CAS) 2010-2011 
 
 
Starting in 2009-10, the IBO (International Baccalaureate Organization) initiated a 
new CAS curriculum for Diploma students. One of the most significant changes is 
the introduction of a series of learning objectives that students must demonstrate 
completion of by the end of the diploma program. Beginning in the 09/10 school 
year, AISB will be using these learning objectives as the primary focus for all 
students in the high school. 
 
The CAS Learning Objectives, as defined by the IBO: 
 
There are eight learning objectives in the CAS curriculum. Student must 
demonstrate their engagement in each of these objectives through the activities they 
are involved in: 
 

1. Student has increased awareness of strengths/abilities and areas for future 
growths 

2. Student has undertaken new challenges 
3. Student has worked collaboratively with others 
4. Student has planned and initiated activities. 
5. Student has shown perseverance and commitment 
6. Student has engaged with issues of global importance 
7. Student has considered the ethical implications of the activity they are 

involved with 
8. Student has developed new skills. 

 
Requirements: 
 
A student must select and complete at least 4 Learning Objectives by the end of each 
year. The student’s academic advisor is the primary supervisor to monitor progress 
on these objectives and students should plan to meet with the academic advisor at 
least three times per year. Over the course of two years, a student needs to 
demonstrate mastery of all eight objectives. 
 
The IBO requirements for CAS suggest a minimum of 150 hours over two years. This 
continues to be the suggested minimum requirement for IB Diploma students. 
 
All other AISB students will need to demonstrate mastery of at least four Learning 
Objectives. As a required minimum, AISB believes that completion of a learning 
objective cannot take place without at least ten (10) quality hours of commitment to 
an activity. It is possible for one CAS activity to meet multiple learning objectives, 
but a student should put in a minimum of 40 hours per year. 
 
Students should strive for a balance between Creativity, Action, and Service 
activities. For examples of each of these types of activities, consult with the CAS 
coordinator or the AISB CAS Moodle page. 
 
Successful completion of the CAS requirement will be noted on the AISB transcript. 
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CAS: Process and Procedures 
 
Students complete self-reflections once their CAS activities are completed in order to 
demonstrate evidence of their completion on one or more of the above learning 
objectives. 
 
CAS activities generally fall into one of three categories. 
 
Category 1.  
Activities that are school sponsored and meet at lunch, after-school, and/or have 
weekend / evening commitments. 
 
Category 2.  
Activities which can be part of a student's schedule: A student may complete these 
during the school day by signing up for this activity as a "class". 
 
Category 3.  
Activities which are not school sponsored. These activities should be pre-approved 
by the CAS coordinator. 
 
Within the daily schedule, ninth grade students are given an element of a CAS in a 
required semester elective - High School Essentials. Students in grades 10-12 may 
choose to sign up for one, semester-based block to participate in one or more of the 
CAS selections mentioned below. 
 
In this way students can work towards completing their CAS requirement, but no 
AISB credit is given. 
 
The CAS activities listed below all fall into Category 2 (mentioned above). This list is 
not exclusive of additional Category 2 offerings. Consult with the CAS Coordinator 
to get the most current list. By default, all Category 2 CAS activities are a subset of 
Category 1. In other words, students have the option to meet CAS Learning 
Objectives in Category 2 activities without using a block of the daily student 
schedule. 
 
CAS Category 2 offerings  are coordinated / facilitated by AISB but not supervised 
daily. Each activity has pre-defined Student Expectations. A student is expected to 
make regular progress towards meeting these expectations and meet with the 
activity coordinator approximately once a week. 
 
EXAMPLES OF CATEGORY 2 CAS OFFERINGS 
 
Teacher’s Aide - Students will volunteer time and support to work with elementary 
AISB students in  
 

1. reading development – a continuation of our “Reading Corner” or  
2. tutoring students (both during and after school) 

 
Athletic Intramurals 
Students will work as both planners and organizers for a lunchtime intramural 
league. 
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AISB Video CAS 
Students will create authentic videos or podcasts that are a service to others. Quality 
products may be shared through: 

• Our AISB News Broadcast & Announcements 
• Our AISB YouTube Channel 
• HS Assemblies 
• Kiosks at special events 

 
Examples of these short videos include 
 

• creative advertisements for upcoming events, 
• documentary style videos that suggest local services and activities to 

newcomers so they can better transition to Budapest and AISB 
• promotional style videos that give insight to a student's club, team, event or 

activity.  
 

The student must be very knowledgeable about the subject before embarking upon 
this project. Promotional style videos will require a client contract. 
 
AISB Video Yearbook 
Students will work towards designing and creating the elements of a video yearbook 
and dynamic content for an AISB website. Elements include student / teacher 
interviews, documenting special events, and daily life 
 
Foreign Language Teacher-Assistant 
Students volunteer their time as teacher aides to assist in the elementary / middle 
school foreign language classrooms to provide assistance to younger students. 
 
News Broadcasting CAS 
Students volunteer time to learn the techniques of creating and professionally 
editing an AISB newscast. 
 
Micro-Credit 
Students, working in teams or individually, develop criteria for the recipients of a 
microcredit loan from an approved organization. Students will raise or seek funds to 
finance a small loan according to the pre-developed criteria and keep the public 
aware of the rationale, status, and results of the loan through authentic channels of 
communication. 
 
Global Issues Network 
Work independently or in groups to research and propose solutions to issues that 
will require a global solution. Be part of this growing movement worldwide of 
students and adults aiming to solve these issues. Possible attendance at the annual 
CEESA Global Issues Network Conference is possible, but not required to be a part 
of this CAS. 
 
Independent Project 
Students are encouraged to follow their passions to develop an independent CAS 
project that is meaningful and addresses a tangible need. The Independent Project 
must be structured by the student creating an Expectations sheet that is similar in 
nature to other CAS offerings. The CAS coordinator must pre-approve the 
Expectations sheet to validate the activity as fulfilling the CAS Learning Outcomes. 
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There are additional CAS opportunities available for students that are offered 
during / after the school day (Category 1) but do not require the student to sign-up 
as a "class" in a weekly schedule. Samples of these types of activities are included on 
the CAS Moodle site. These CAS activities will require lunch and/or after-school 
meetings. In most cases, there will be after-school or weekend obligations. Please 
consult with the CAS coordinator to learn more about the structure and outcomes of 
the activity. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 
American International School of Budapest 
 
 
P.O. Box 53 
1525 Budapest 
Hungary 
 
Telephone: (36) 26 556-023, (36) 26 556-000 
Fax: (36) 26 556-040 
Email: gdrommer@nk.aisb.hu 
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Website: http://www.aisb.hu 


